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Gordon Conference on Molecular Electronic Spectroscopy

Ajuust 8-13, 1982 Final Report

The accompanying material indicates the list of attendees and the final

program of the Conference. There were 109 conferees and 18 invited speakers.

In addition there were numerous contributors to the discussion as arranged by the

chairmen of the 9 sessions.

The meeting was of extraordinarily high quality as judged by the vast

majority of the participants. Electronic spectroscopy is a mainstay of the

understanding of molecular structure as well as molecular dynamics. Tle meeting

bridged both these areas and in so doing made "lasting contributions to cliemistrv

through a memorable conference".

The fields covered included the spectra and structure of small molecules

and ions including laser techniques of high resolution spectroscopy, A unanimous

success of the Conference was the bringing together of research workers in

condensed phases with those usually concerned with isolated molecule properties.

Thus sessions were held on energy transfer and ultrahigh resolution spectroscopy

in various types of solids and glasses, in addition to a number of lectures on

intramolecular dynamics, photophysics and vibrational energy redistribution. A

complete session was devoted to multiphoton ionization spectroscopy of moderately

large molecules. The topic of large molecule and cluster structure and dynamics

was further brought out through the session on spectroscopy in supersonic jets.

The opinion of the attendees was uniformly enthusiastic about the

quality, importance and timeliness of this meeting. All were agreed it was

ansIabsolutely forefront and stimulatinCLP -Td'6 nly impro-v' .!'' sugg1,ested, nd one with
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which the chairmen agree in retrospect, is that the informal contributions to

the discussion should be more restricted to material relevant to main subjects

of the Conference and to exciting new developments in the field. There were

many exciting contributions in these categories, but others that could have been

omitted. -

IROBIN M. HOCHSTRASSER

C- IR AN, 1982 CONFERENCE

ON MOLECULAR ELECTRONIC SPECTRA

PHILA. JANUARY, 1983
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